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Diplomat Faces Hil Punishment |

( Canal Pact Struggle Chalks Up a

"

R

By Jeremih O’Leary
Washington Star Stall Writer .
Robert M. Sayre, inspector general
of the Foreign Service, apparently
has become a casualty of the bitter
struggle for ratification of the
Panama Canaltreaties. . -

Sayre, §3, last winter incurred the
wrath of conservative Sen. Jesse
Helms, R-N.C., one of the leaders of
the anti-canal forces which came
close to defeating the. controversial
-pacis. As a result, Helms has put
what the Senate calls a “hold” on the :
career diplomat’s nomination to be
ambassadorto Brazil, .. = = . \
While a “‘hold” by a single senator .
is not necessarily fatal to a nomina-
tion, it usually is because of Senate -
customandrules. - . .. :, : ik
Helms is sticking to his right not to ' - - ROBERTM.SAYRE &
make a time agreement on debate, in-:5 . 3] ““Hopes go glimmering
effect setting the scene for a filibuge—mo oo 25 : T T et 3
:,;rolg,;’.gxggi‘:n:’fﬁ.lga:;e;le,?:tg?;ned"‘xiation and is giving widely circulated ever, the nomination” should. be
Sayre, one of the most expe,ien;ed.,'rv and press interviews that are fought through if -Foreign Serviceq
and resbected Latin experts in the - Undermining Sayre with the govern- officers abroad are to be expected in|
State Department, evoked the ani. -mMmentof Brazil, * .. .. . thefuture to obey orders from Wash
mosity of Helms and that of other State Department officials said ington. P
treaty opponents when it was re. Privatel ey are appalled that According to knowledgeable offi-
: vealed last February that Sayre had Helms has turned the confirmation cials, the trouble started for Sayret
‘ ( warned the Panamanians of circum- processs into a personal vendetta while he was ambassador to Panama
' i against Sayre. - SiX years ago. L. .
{Itasncgf_rgsx:to;n ageh; hg;&ge%ogﬁ?; . But they also acknowledged that A New fork grand jury in 1972 inJ
bx:ofher,- Moises To;'rijos. on narcot- there probably is nothing the execu- dicted Moises Torrijos in absentia a

. SEN.JESSEHELMS - -.
-~ -, ..Goesonhold ER

- .

ics charges ) - tive branch can do to save Sayre’s a co-conspirator in a heroin traffick-
i} : nomination, even though it has ingcase. : L
HELMS WROTE the State Depart- cleared the Senate Foreign Relations IT WAS . -7
ment a letter on March 9 outlining his Committee, o 42 _AY,
objections to the Sayre nomination. State Department officials are now Session_o

Informed sourcesindicated that considering whether it would be bet- COommittee that Gen. Om
Helms also has been in contact with ter to wngthdraw the nomination, Was informed of the indictment by

Brazilian diplomats about the nomi- Some officials at State believe, how- JORN Ingersoll, then the hizhest rank:
Mavadive e T L (TR AT at ot UL ing enforcemen _
9. government, _Six_months later,

1ne CIA learned that Moises Torri ],(:_S_
| Was aboard a ship about to enter the
rl-

can agents would have arrested him.
Apparently it was decided at the
—_ . White House level that the arrest of
lORR; j’bb C WAL Torrijos’ brother would cause more
- trouble with Panama than it would~
beworth. -~ . . .-
“According to information de-
veloped by the Senate committee, the
State Department told Ambassador
Sayre in Panama City to alert the
general that Washington knew of his 1
rother’s travel plans. Moises Torri-
jos got off the ship in Venezuela and
flewinto Panama. A U R
‘ The administration’s.view is that-
( Sayre was only. carrying out his.

orders. But Helms sees Sayre's ac-
tions as an obstruction of justice. ' - -
- The former ambassador to Brazil,
John Crimmins, ' retired several
 months ago when it.was thought the
‘respected Sayre would be a shoo-in
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